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1
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR
IMPROVED PROCESSING OF I/O REQUESTS
IN FAST PATH CIRCUITS OF A STORAGE
CONTROLLER IN A CLUSTERED STORAGE
SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates generally to clustered storage sys-
tems and more specifically relates to methods and structure
for direct pass through of “fast path” /O requests in a clus-
tered storage system.

2. Related Patents

This patent application is related to the following com-
monly owned United States patent applications, all filed on
the same date herewith and all of which are herein incorpo-
rated by reference:

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,131, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR TASK MAN-
AGEMENT IN STORAGE CONTROLLERS OF A
CLUSTERED STORAGE SYSTEM;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,223, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR LOAD BAL-
ANCING OF BACKGROUND TASKS BETWEEN
STORAGE CONTROLLERS IN A CLUSTERED
STORAGE ENVIRONMENT;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,225, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR TRANSFER-
RING OWNERSHIP OF A LOGICAL VOLUME BY
TRANSFER OF NATIVE-FORMAT METADATA IN
A CLUSTERED STORAGE ENVIRONMENT;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,232, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR IMPLEMENT-
ING LOGICAL DEVICE CONSISTENCY IN A
CLUSTERED STORAGE SYSTEM;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,238, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR IMPROVED I/O
SHIPPING IN A CLUSTERED STORAGE SYSTEM;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,220, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR MANAGING
VISIBILITY OF DEVICES INA CLUSTERED STOR-
AGE SYSTEM,;

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,150, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR IMPROVED
BUFFER ALLOCATION IN A STORAGE CON-
TROLLER; and

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/432,138, entitled
METHODS AND STRUCTURE FOR RESUMING
BACKGROUND TASKS IN A CLUSTERED STOR-
AGE ENVIRONMENT.

3. Discussion of Related Art

In the field of data storage, customers demand highly resil-
ient data storage systems that also exhibit fast recovery times
for stored data. One type of storage system used to provide
both of these characteristics is known as a clustered storage
system.

A clustered storage system typically comprises a number
of storage controllers, wherein each storage controller pro-
cesses host Input/Output (I/O) requests directed to one or
more logical volumes. The logical volumes reside on portions
of'one or more storage devices (e.g., hard disks) coupled with
the storage controllers. Often, the logical volumes are con-
figured as Redundant Array of Independent Disks (RAID)
volumes in order to ensure an enhanced level of data integrity
and/or performance.
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2

A notable feature of clustered storage environments is that
the storage controllers are capable of coordinating processing
of host requests (e.g., by shipping I/O processing between
each other) in order to enhance the performance of the storage
environment. This includes intentionally transferring owner-
ship of a logical volume from one storage controller to
another. For example, a first storage controller may detect that
it is currently undergoing a heavy processing load, and may
assign ownership of a given logical volume to a second stor-
age controller that has a smaller processing burden in order to
increase overall speed of the clustered storage system. Other
storage controllers may then update information identifying
which storage controller presently owns each logical volume.
Thus, when an I/O request is received at a storage controller
that does not own the logical volume identified in the request,
the storage controller may “ship” the request to the storage
controller that presently owns the identified logical volume.

FIG.1is a block diagram illustrating an example of a prior
art clustered storage system 150. Clustered storage system
150 is indicated by the dashed box, and includes storage
controllers 120, switched fabric 130, and logical volumes
140. Note that a “clustered storage system” (as used herein)
does not necessarily include host systems and associated
functionality (e.g., hosts, application-layer services, operat-
ing systems, clustered computing nodes, etc.). However, stor-
age controllers 120 and hosts 110 may be tightly integrated
physically. For example, storage controllers 120 may com-
prise Host Bus Adapters (HBA’s) coupled with a correspond-
ing host 110 through a peripheral bus structure of host 110.
According to FIG. 1, hosts 110 provide I/O requests to storage
controllers 120 of clustered storage system 150. Storage con-
trollers 120 are coupled via switched fabric 130 (e.g., a Serial
Attached SCSI (SAS) fabric or any other suitable communi-
cation medium and protocol) for communication with each
other and with a number of storage devices 142 on which
logical volumes 140 are stored.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating another example of a
prior art clustered storage system 250. In this example, clus-
tered storage system 250 processes /O requests from hosts
210 received via switched fabric 230. Storage controllers 220
are coupled for communication with storage devices 242 via
switched fabric 235, which may be integral with or distinct
from switched fabric 230. Storage devices 242 implement
logical volumes 240. Many other configurations of hosts,
storage controllers, switched fabric, and logical volumes are
possible for clustered storage systems as a matter of design
choice. Further, in many high reliability storage systems, all
the depicted couplings may be duplicated for redundancy.
Additionally, the interconnect fabrics may also be duplicated
for redundancy.

While clustered storage systems provide a number of per-
formance benefits over more traditional storage systems
described above, the speed of a storage system still typically
remains a bottleneck to the overall speed of a processing
system utilizing the storage system.

Some clustered storage systems provide storage control-
lers tightly coupled with corresponding drivers in attached
host systems (e.g., in a system such as that of FIG. 2 in which
the storage controllers are tightly coupled with a driver of a
corresponding host system—i.e., where the storage controller
is an HBA within the host system). In some such controllers,
the storage controller provides multiple types of interface
capabilities (i.e., multiple APIs). A first standard interface
may be provided wherein the driver constructs an I/O request
directed to a logical volume (e.g., directed to a RAID logical
volume). The I/O request addresses logical block addresses of
the logical volume. The storage controller then uses a map-
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ping structure within the controller to map the I/O request to
corresponding physical storage locations on the one or more
storage devices that comprise the logical volume. For these
requests, the storage controller also manages all related
redundancy computations and management of associated
redundancy information (i.e., for RAID logical volumes).
The storage controller also manages computations related to
mapping from logical addresses of the identified logical vol-
ume to physical addresses or affected storage devices.

Although these storage controllers can provide significant
computational power to perform the requisite logical to
physical mapping and any required redundancy computa-
tions, it is often the case that the host systems possess signifi-
cantly more computational resources and power than do any
of the multiple storage controllers of the clustered storage
system. Thus, in such tightly coupled driver-controller con-
figurations, the storage controller may also provide an
optional bypass mechanism so that the driver software on an
attached host system may perform the logical to physical
mapping computations and may also provide the redundancy
computations to help manage associated redundancy infor-
mation. For example, in some L.SI Corporation storage con-
trollers such a bypass mechanism is referred to as a “fast path”
interface. In these controllers, the “fast path” driver software
of the attached host system constructs /O requests destined
directly to the relevant physical locations of the physical
storage devices coupled with the storage controller. The stor-
age controller providing such a “fast path” option provides
the driver software with essentially the same mapping infor-
mation that the storage controller uses for mapping logical
addresses of a logical volume to physical addresses of the
storage devices of the volume. Fast path enabled LSI storage
controllers and circuits generally implement the “fast path” as
a custom designed circuit that can process the driver’s 1/O
requests to physical storage devices very quickly (since the
controller need not perform the mapping and RAID redun-
dancy computations).

As noted above, in clustered storage systems, a corre-
sponding one of the storage controllers of the cluster owns
each particular logical volume configured in the cluster (pro-
visioned by the plurality of storage devices). As further noted
above, ownership of a logical volume may be transferred
among the plurality of storage controllers for a variety of
reasons (i.e., by cooperative information exchanges among
the controllers to balance the processing load among the
controller or in the case of a planned or unplanned failover of
a storage controller). When ownership of a volume is trans-
ferred from one controller to another, the mapping/ownership
information in the driver software of attached host systems is
eventually updated by some attached storage controller to
indicate an appropriate storage controller to which standard
logical volume requests are to be directed as well as to which
physical storage devices “fast path” requests are to be
directed. However, it is a problem if the driver has already
issued a number of “fast path” requests after the storage
controllers have transferred ownership of a volume and/or
some storage devices but prior to receiving an update of the
mapping information. Further, the driver software of a host
system may continue to issue requests (via the standard RAID
path or the “fast path” to the storage controller) before receiv-
ing its update of the mapping structures. Prior controller
architectures may simply return an error status for such I/O
requests that are generated based on “stale” mapping infor-
mation in the driver software of the host system. Such an error
could trigger error recovery procedures that may negatively
impact overall performance of the clustered storage system
and may cause confusion for a user/administrator.
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Thus it is an ongoing challenge to manage 1/O requests
(logical volume requests or “fast path” requests) issued by a
driver of a host with outdated or stale mapping/ownership
information.

SUMMARY

The present invention solves the above and other problems,
thereby advancing the state of the useful arts, by providing
methods and structure for improved processing of fast path
1/O requests in a clustered storage environment. In a storage
controller of a clustered storage system, the controller com-
prises a fast path /O request processing circuit tightly
coupled with host system drivers for fast processing of
requests directed to storage devices of a logical volume. The
controller also comprises a logical volume I/O processing
circuit for processing 1/O requests from a host system
directed to a logical volume. Responsive to changes of con-
figuration information relating to devices or volumes within
the clustered storage system, fast path /O requests may be
shipped from one controller to another. In some embodi-
ments, the fast path request is converted to a logical volume
request based on mapping context information within the fast
path I/O request.

In one aspect hereof, a method is provided that is operable
in a first storage controller of a clustered storage system
comprising a plurality of interconnected storage controllers.
The first storage controller comprises a logical volume /O
request processing stack implemented as software executed
by the first storage controller and further comprises a fast path
1/O request processing circuit. The method comprises receiv-
ing in the first storage controller a fast path /O request from
an attached host system. The request is directed to a device
identified by a device identifier in the received I/O request.
The method then determines whether the fast path /O request
can be processed by the fast path I/O request processing
circuit of the first storage controller. Responsive to determin-
ing that the fast path /O request processing circuit of the first
storage controller can process the fast path 1/O request, the
method processes the fast path I/O request by operation of the
fast path I/O request processing circuit of the first storage
controller. Responsive to determining that the fast path I/O
request processing circuit of the first storage controller cannot
process the fast path I/O request, the method transfers the
request within the clustered storage system for processing to
completion.

Another aspect hereof provides a storage controller in a
clustered storage system comprising a plurality of intercon-
nected storage controllers. The storage controller comprises a
fast path I/O request processing circuit adapted to process a
fast path I/O request directed to a device identified in the fast
path I/O request and a logical volume I/O request processing
stack adapted to process a logical 1/O request directed to a
device identified in the logical I/O request. The controller
further comprises control logic coupled with the fast path [/O
request processing circuit and coupled with the logical vol-
ume /O request processing stack. The control logic is
adapted to determine whether an I/O request received from
the attached host system is a fast path I/O request or a logical
1/O request. The control logic is further adapted to route the
1/O request to the fast path /O request processing circuit
responsive to determining that the /O request is fast path I/O
request. The control logic is further adapted to route the I/O
request to the logical volume I/O request processing stack
responsive to determining that the I/O request is a logical I/O
request. The control logic is further adapted to detect that
configuration information relating to the device has changed.
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Responsive to detecting change of configuration relating to
the device, the control logic is further adapted to convert a fast
path I/O request into a converted logical volume I/O request
and to ship the converted logical volume I/O request within
the clustered storage system for processing to completion.

Yet another aspect hereof provides a method in a clustered
storage system comprising a plurality of storage controllers.
The method is operable in a storage controller for processing
an /O request. The method comprises receiving an [/O
request directed to a device from an attached host system. The
1/0 request comprises indicia that it should be processed by a
fast path I/O request processing circuit of the storage control-
ler rather than a logical volume I/O request processing stack
of the storage controller. The I/O request further comprises
mapping context information indicative of logical to physical
mapping information used by the host system to generate the
1/0 request. The method then determines from the mapping
context information that the [/O request was generated by the
host system using stale logical to physical mapping informa-
tion. The method further comprises converting the I/O request
to a converted logical volume 1/O request and shipping the
converted logical volume I/O request within the clustered
storage system for processing to completion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram illustrating an example of a prior
art clustered storage system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating another example of a
prior art clustered storage system.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary enhanced clus-
tered storage system having a storage controller enhanced in
accordance with features and aspects hereof to improve pro-
cessing of fast path I/O requests among the controllers of the
clustered storage system.

FIGS. 4 through 7 are flowcharts describing exemplary
methods operable in a clustered storage system such as FIG.
3 for improved processing of fast path /O requests among the
controllers of the clustered storage system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a clustered storage system 300
enhanced in accordance with features and aspects hereof to
process fast path /O requests within the system. System 300
comprises one or more host systems 302 coupled with an
enhanced storage controller 360 to access one or more logical
volumes 320 and 340 through a switched fabric 350 commu-
nication medium. Host system 302 may comprise any com-
puting device or server that generates 1/O requests directed to
controller 360 for access to a logical volume 320 or 340.
Switched fabric 350 may be any suitable communication
medium and protocol allowing coupling of controller 360
with a plurality of storage devices that provision one or more
logical volumes (e.g., volumes 320 and 340). Further,
switched fabric 350 enables inter-controller communication
among all of the plurality of storage controllers of system
300. For example, enhanced storage controller 360 and other
storage controller 330 may exchange information via their
respective connections to switched fabric 350. Switched fab-
ric 350 may comprise, for example, a serial attached SCSI
(SAS) fabric, an Ethernet fabric, a Fibre Channel fabric, etc.
Logical volume 320 is provisioned by portions of one or more
storage devices (not shown). In like manner, logical line 340
is provisioned by portions of one or more storage devices (not
shown). The storage devices may comprise any mix of suit-
able devices including optical and magnetic disk drives,
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6

solid-state drives, etc. All such storage devices of system 300
are coupled through switched fabric 350 to permit any storage
controller to access any of the storage devices and hence any
of the logical volumes provisioned thereon.

Itwill be recognized by those of ordinary skill in the art that
inter-controller communications (e.g., between controllers
330 and 360) may utilize other communication media such as
a switched fabric coupling the controllers with host systems
ora dedicated communication channel (e.g., Infiniband, etc.).

As noted above in a clustered storage system, each logical
volume 320 and 340 is logically owned by a corresponding
one of the multiple storage controllers. For example, as
shown in FIG. 3, enhanced storage controller 360 is desig-
nated as the present owner of logical volume 320 while other
storage controller 330 may be designated as the present owner
of logical volume 340. As generally known in the art of
clustered storage systems and as discussed herein above,
ownership may be transferred ownership of a logical volume
may be transferred among various storage controllers for
purposes of load balancing and/or in case of a planned or
unplanned failover of a storage controller that presently owns
one or more logical volumes.

Storage controller 360 is enhanced in accordance with
features and aspects hereof to process fast path I/O requests
within controllers of the clustered storage system. As noted
above, fast path I/O requests may be constructed by a suitable
driver 304 operable within host system 302 based on mapping
information 306. Mapping information 306 may be stored in
amemory of host system 302 and may comprise information
received from storage controllers of system 300 indicative of
logical to physical mapping of logical volumes to physical
storage devices. The mapping information may further com-
prise ownership information regarding the present ownership
of'logical volumes and devices defined in the mapping infor-
mation. More generally, mapping information and/or owner-
ship information may be referred to herein as configuration
information relating to a device/volume of the system.

Utilizing such mapping information, driver 304 may con-
struct fast path I/O requests directed to enhanced storage
controller 360. A fast path I/O request is received by control
logic 308 of enhanced storage controller 360. The I/O request
may be identified as a fast path request by suitable indicia
within the received 1/O request. Responsive to detecting that
the received request is a fast path /O request, the request is
directed to fast path 1/O request processing circuit 310 of
controller 360 for rapid execution. Other requests received by
control logic 308 from host system 302 that are not fast path
requests (i.e., logical volume 1/O requests) are directed by
control logic 308 to logical volume request processing stack
312 for processing.

Fast path 1/O request processing circuit 310 may be any
suitable circuit specifically designed for rapid execution of an
1/O request directed to one or more specific identified physi-
cal storage devices (e.g., rather than directed to a logical
volume). Utilizing mapping information 306, driver 304 of
host system 302 may construct a fast path /O request to
bypass the complex processing within logical volume I/O
request processing stack 312. For example, where a logical
volume 320 is a RAID logical volume, the mapping informa-
tion 306 may provide driver 304 with all information required
to generate requisite RAID storage management (e.g., strip-
ing and/or redundancy information). Thus, the request may be
generated as a fast path I/O request for more rapid execution
by storage controller 360 by forwarding the request to fast
path /O request processing circuit 310. LSI Corporation is a
supplier for exemplary fast path I/O request processing circuit
310 such as may be integrated into the L.SI MegaRAID 9280



US 9,134,913 B2

7

and 9285 RAID controllers. Other vendors may produce
similar circuits and storage controllers comprising custom-
ized circuits for rapidly executing common [/O requests
directed to specific storage devices rather than logical vol-
umes.

Logical volume 1/O request processing stack 312 generally
comprises programmed instructions to be executed by an
appropriate processor of controller 360 for performing req-
uisite RAID or other logical volume storage management to
access identified data. For example, RAID striping and redun-
dancy management may be performed by logical volume I/O
request processing stack 312. In some embodiments, logical
volume /O request processing stack 312 may also comprise
assist circuitry to aid the programmed instructions for more
rapidly performing the logical to physical mapping and/or
redundancy computations required for logical volume stor-
age management (e.g., for RAID storage management).
“Stack” as used herein (with reference to stack 312) refers to
a common design approach for processing of logical volume
1/0 request where a hierarchy of layers of management soft-
ware are operable within controller 360 to process such a
request. For example, in the context of an I/O request directed
to a RAID logical volume, a RAID management layer of the
stack may process logical to physical mapping for the
addresses identified in the logical volume I/O request. A
physical device management layer may manage aspects of
control and status of the physical devices that comprise an
addressed logical volume. Other layers may be present for
error recovery, etc. Thus the entire “stack” of layers may be
involved in the processing of a logical volume I/O request.
Most of the layers are implemented as programmed instruc-
tions. Some or all of the layers may also utilize assist circuitry
to speed up processing (i.e., RAID parity assist circuits, DMA
circuits, etc.).

Mapping memory 314 of controller 360 comprises any
suitable memory device for storing mapping/ownership
information regarding logical volumes and/or devices in the
system (e.g., “configuration information™). In general, stored
ownership information may comprise indicia of ownership
for one or more logical volumes known to storage controller
360. As is generally known in the art of clustered storage
systems, all storage controllers of the system may share own-
ership information identifying which of the plurality of con-
trollers presently owns each logical volume defined within
the system. Information stored in mapping memory 314 may
also comprise logical to physical mapping information useful
in processing 1/O requests directed to logical volumes for
execution by logical volume /O request processing stack
312.

In operation, control logic 308 receives an [/O request from
attached host system 302. The I/O request is generated by
driver 304 within host system 302 and may be generated
either as a logical volume I/O request or as a fast path [/O
request. Control logic 308 determines whether controller 360
is presently capable of processing the received request. For
example, if controller 360 is not the present owner of the
device or volume to which the request is directed, then con-
troller 360 is not capable of processing the received request.
Or, for example, if the request is a fast path request and the fast
path processing circuit of controller 360 is presently disabled
(as discussed below) then controller 360 is not capable of
processing the received request as it was received. In general,
if controller 360 is capable of processing the request and the
request is properly generated (as discussed below), the
request will be processed in accordance with standard pro-
cessing features of controller 360 (e.g., processed by fast path
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1/O request processing circuit 310 or by logical volume
request processing stack 312).

Further, though controller 360 may be capable of process-
ing the received request, control logic 308 may make a further
determination as to whether a received fast path request was
generated by driver 304 using up to date mapping informa-
tion. Since mapping information 306 of driver 304 must be
synchronized with the mapping information shared among
the storage controllers (e.g., 330 and 360) of the clustered
storage system, it is possible that mapping information 306
may be out of date (“stale”) at the time the received fast path
request was generated. Though careful design may be
employed to minimize the window of time during which any
host system driver 304 may have and utilize such stale map-
ping information, there typically remains a time window dur-
ing which the driver may generate an 1/O request (e.g., fast
path requests) using stale mapping information.

Confronted with a fast path /O request generated using
stale mapping information, prior techniques may simply dis-
card such a request (e.g., returning an appropriate error status
to the requesting host system). By contrast, controller 360 is
enhanced in accordance with features and aspects hereof to
process such a request despite the use of stale mapping infor-
mation by the requesting driver module. More specifically,
controller 360 is operable to determine whether fast path [/O
request processing circuit 310 is capable of processing a
received fast path /O request. If the received fast path I/O
request was generated by driver 304 using stale mapping
information 306, then the fast path circuit cannot process the
request. Instead, controller 360 (e.g., by operation of control
logic 308) is operable to convert/translate the received fast
path /O request into a converted logical volume I/O request.
The converted logical volume I/O request may then be pro-
cessed by an appropriate logical volume request processing
stack (i.e., stack 312 of controller 360 or an equivalent stack
of'another controller that is the present owner of the addressed
device/volume). Control logic 308 determines whether the
1/O request was generated using stale mapping information
by inspecting mapping context information included with the
request. Further, the mapping context information provides
sufficient details to allow control logic 308 to “reverse” the
logical to physical mapping process performed by driver 304
using stale mapping information to thereby reconstruct an
equivalent logical volume request corresponding to the
received fast path I/O request. Control logic 308 then converts
the reconstructed logical volume request into the converted
logical volume I/O request using up to date mapping infor-
mation.

Ifcontroller 360 is not at present the owner of the addressed
device/volume, the converted request is then transmitted
(e.g., shipped, transferred, etc.) to other storage controller
330 as indicated by dashed line 352 (i.e., transferred to the
controller that presently owns the device). As is generally
discussed in a variety of the related patents noted above, such
a shipped I/O request may be completed with assistance from
controller 360 utilizing DMA features to exchange data asso-
ciated with the shipped request between other storage con-
troller 330 and host system 302. Further, completion status
information generated by other storage controller 330 upon
completion of the shipped request may be returned to system
302 via controller 360.

Where the received request is a fast path I/O request, con-
trol logic 308 converts the fast path /O request into a con-
verted logical volume I/O request based on mapping context
information received in a portion of the I/O request generated
by driver 304. Mapping context information is supplied by
driver 304 in the I/O request and is generated by driver 304
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based on mapping information 306. Such mapping context
information provides sufficient logical to physical mapping
information for control logic 308 to convert the fast path I/O
request into a corresponding request directed to an identified
logical volume. For example, the mapping context informa-
tion may comprise relevant portions of the logical to physical
mapping information utilized by driver 304 to enable control
logic 308 to “reverse” the mapping process of driver 304 so as
to generate a corresponding logical volume I/O request based
on the fast path I/O request directed to a specific one or more
storage devices.

Mapping context information may be embedded within an
1/O request in any suitable manner. In some exemplary
embodiments, an /O request may comprise a structured mes-
sage that includes a number of fields and substructures. For
example, a basic SCSI command descriptor block (CDB)
may be included in the I/O request structure. Where DMA
capabilities are utilized to exchange data associated with a
request between the memory of the requesting host and the
storage controller receiving the request, the /O request struc-
ture may comprise scatter-gather list information for opera-
tion of the DMA {features of the storage controller. Still fur-
ther, with respect to features and aspects hereof, the I/O
request structure may comprise a mapping information sub-
structure.

The following exemplary pseudo-code structures suggest
an exemplary structure for an /O request that includes
embedded mapping context information. It will be readily
recognized that in many embodiments, significant additional
information will be useful in such an I/O request structure.
Such additional information is unrelated to features and
aspects hereof and thus are omitted herein for simplicity and
brevity of this discussion.
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corresponding physical storage devices. Further details of
such operational features are discussed herein below with
respect to other figures. Those of ordinary skill in the art will
readily recognize numerous additional and equivalent ele-
ments that may be present in a fully functional enhanced
storage controller 360. Such additional and equivalent ele-
ments are omitted herein for simplicity and brevity of this
discussion.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart describing an exemplary method in
accordance with features and aspects hereof to process /O
requests (e.g., fast path /O requests). The method of FIG. 4
may be operable in an enhanced storage system such as the
system 300 of FIG. 3 and, more specifically, may be operable
in control logic 308 of controller 360 of FIG. 3. At step 400,
control logic of the enhanced storage controller receives a fast
path I/O request from an attached host system. Step 402 next
determines whether the controller receiving the request is
capable of processing the request. For example, if the
received request is a fast path /O request and fast path pro-
cessing of the controller is presently disabled (for reasons as
discussed below) then the controller receiving the request is
not capable of processing the request. Or, if a received fast
path request indicates that it was generated using outdated
mapping information, then this controller is not capable of
processing the request. If'this controller is capable of process-
ing the request, step 404 represents standard processing by
the controller to process the request (by operation of this
controller to complete the request or to ship the request to
another controller that presently owns the addressed volume
or device. The identified device may be a physical storage
device (e.g., for a fast path request) or a logical volume (e.g.,
for a logical volume request). Where the received I/O request
is a logical volume 1/O request and this controller owns the

typedef struct IO_ REQUEST

{
uleé DevHandle;
the request is directed */
SCSI_IO_CDB__UNION CDB;
operation to be performed
/* Mapping information */
/* DMA scatter-gather list

MAPPING__CONTEXT__INFO CTX;
SG _UNION SGL;

} IO_REQUEST

typedef struct _ MAPPING__CONTEXT__INFO {
REG_LOCK_STRUCT reglockInfo;

/* A device identifier to which

*/

*/

/* Region lock information *

/* The SCSI CDB describing the

Ul6  ldTargetld; /* Target ID of logical volume */
U8 RAIDFlags; /* RAID management level */
Ul6  configSeqNum; /* Version of mapping info used

*/
} MAPPING__CONTEXT__INFO

Control logic 308 is further operable to synchronize
updated mapping information stored in its mapping memory
314 with the mapping information 306 utilized within host
system 302. Responsive to sensing a change in the mapping
information for one or more logical volumes of a clustered
storage system (and/or a change of ownership information),
control logic 308 distributes up to date mapping information
to host systems 302 coupled with controller 360. Control
logic 308 may be further operable to convert other previously
received (i.e., queued for processing) fast path I/O requests or
previously received (i.e., queued for processing) logical vol-
ume /O requests into converted logical volume I/O requests.
For example, where previously received requests are queued
within controller 360 for eventual execution by either fast
path circuit 310 or logical volume request processing stack
312, such queued requests may be converted by control logic
308 for shipping to a new owner of a logical volume and its
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addressed volume, standard processing comprises forward-
ing the request to the logical volume 1/O request processing
stack of the controller. Where the received I/O request is a fast
path 1/O request and this controller owns the addressed
device, standard processing comprises forwarding the
received request to the fast path [/O request processing circuit
of'the controller. Ifthis controller is not presently the owner of
the device or volume identified in the received 1/O request,
standard processing may comprise shipping the request to
another controller that presently owns the addressed device or
volume.

If this controller is not capable of processing the request,
step 406 next determines whether a received fast path 1/0
request was generated using up to date mapping and owner-
ship information. If so (i.e., the received request was gener-
ated with up to date mapping information but for any of
several reasons this controller’s fast path processor is inca-
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pable of processing the request at this time), step 408 repre-
sents suitable processing to transmit (ship) this request to
some other controller or request processor that is capable of
processing the received request. For example, the fast path
request may be shipped to the fast path /O request processor
of another storage controller that presently owns the
addressed storage device. Or, for example, step 408 may
convert a fast path request to a corresponding logical volume
request and process the converted request by operation of the
logical volume /O request processing stack of this controller.

If step 406 determines that the received fast path request
was generated with outdated mapping information, step 410
converts (translates) the received logical volume 1/O request
into a converted logical volume 1/O request based on the
mapping context information included in the received I/O
request and/or based on information in the controller’s map-
ping information memory.

The mapping context information relied upon by process-
ing of both steps 406 and 410, as described above, comprises
any required information to enable the controller to convert a
received I/O request into a logical volume I/O request to be
directed to another controller or request processor that pres-
ently owns the identified device. For the received fast path [/O
request, the conversion process utilizes the mapping context
information to convert the fast path /O request into a corre-
sponding, converted logical volume /O request that effectu-
ates the same requested access to a storage device but does so
by directing a request to a logical volume. Further, the con-
verted logical volume /O request will be directed to the
destination target address of the storage controller that pres-
ently owns the storage device identified in the initially
received fast path I/O request. Step 412 then transmits (e.g.,
“ships”) the converted logical volume I/O request to the stor-
age controller that presently owns the device identified by the
originally received 1/O request. The other controller then
executes the converted logical volume request using its logi-
cal volume I/O request processing stack.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart describing another exemplary method
for improved shipping of fast path /O requests among con-
trollers of a clustered storage system in accordance with
features and aspects hereof. The method of FIG. 5 may be
operable in an enhanced clustered storage system such as
system 300 of FIG. 3 and more specifically may be operable
within enhanced control logic 308 of enhanced storage con-
troller 360 of FIG. 3. At step 500, a fast path I/O request is
received from an attached host system. The fast path charac-
teristic of the received 1/O request may be indicated by suit-
able flags or other indicia within the received 1/O request. At
step 502, control logic of the controller receiving the request
determines whether the mapping context information
included with the received fast path request indicates that up
to date mapping information was used by the host system
(driver) to generate the fast path request. If the mapping
context information of the received fast path request is not
stale (as determined by step 504), step 506 represents stan-
dard fast path I/O request processing within this storage con-
troller. As noted above, such processing generally comprises
forwarding the received fast path I/O request to a fast path I/O
request processing circuit of this storage controller for rapid
completion of the received I/O request. If step 504 determines
that stale mapping information was used by the host system
driver to generate the fast path request, step 508 translates the
fast path request into a converted logical volume 1/O request
and step 510 transfers the converted logical volume 1/O
request within the clustered storage system for further pro-
cessing. Transferring of the request by step 510 may comprise
transferring the request to the logical volume /O request
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processing stack of this controller for processing or may
comprise transferring the converted logical volume /O
request to the logical volume I/O request processing stack of
another storage controller that presently owns the addressed
device.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart describing another exemplary method
in accordance with features and aspects hereof to improve
processing and/or shipping of received /O requests including
fast path I/O requests. The method of FIG. 6 may be operable
in an enhanced clustered storage system such as system 300
of FIG. 3 and more specifically may be operable in enhanced
control logic 308 of enhanced storage controller 360 of FIG.
3. Atstep 600, an I/O request is received from an attached host
system. Step 602 next determines whether the received
request is a fast path request. If not (i.e., the request is a logical
volume /O request), processing continues at step 612 (label
“B”) to determine whether this controller presently owns the
logical volume addressed by the received request. If this
controller presently owns the addressed logical volume, step
622 queues the logical volume I/O request for processing by
the logical volume I/O request processing stack of this con-
troller. Otherwise (if this controller does not own the
addressed logical volume), step 624 ships (transmits) this
logical volume I/O request to another storage controller that
presently owns the addressed logical volume.

If step 602 determined that the received request was a fast
path I/O request, step 604 next determines whether the map-
ping information used by the host system driver to generate
the fast path request was “stale” (i.e., out of date or super-
seded by newer mapping information known to the controller
but not yet synchronized to the host system driver). The
determination is made by inspection of mapping context
information included with the received fast path request. If
the mapping information used to generate the fast path
request is stale, processing continues at step 610 (label “A”) to
convert the received request into a converted logical volume
1/O request. The conversion process of step 610 is based on
the stale mapping context information in the request and
current mapping information known to the storage controller.
The method then continues to process the converted logical
volume request at step 612 (label “B”) as discussed above.

If step 604 determined that the mapping information used
by the host system to generate the fast path request was not
stale, step 608 next determines whether processing by the fast
path I/O request processing circuit of this controller is pres-
ently enabled. As discussed further herein below, certain
changes in the configuration of the clustered storage system
may cause the fast path processing circuit to be temporarily
disabled while the storage controllers and host system re-
synchronize their mapping information. If step 608 deter-
mines that the fast path processing circuit of this storage
controller is presently disabled, the method continues at step
610 (label “A”) as discussed above, to convert the fast path
request into a converted logical volume I/O request and to
ship/transmit that converted request within the system for
further processing.

Finally, if step 608 determines that the fast path I/O request
processing circuit of this controller is presently enabled for
processing (and all other tests of the received request passed
through to this test), then step 620 queues the received fast
path I/O request for processing by the fast path processing
circuit of this storage controller. It will be recognized by those
skilled in the art that the fast path I/O request may be queued
for processing by the fast path I/O request processing circuit
of this controller or, for any of various reasons, may be
queued for processing by a fast path circuit of another storage
controller (by operation of step 620). Reasons for such queu-
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ing to another storage controller and the details of such pro-
cessing are beyond the scope of this discussion.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart describing another exemplary method
in accordance with features and aspects hereof for improved
processing of fast path /O requests. The method of FIG. 7 is
cooperative with the method of FIG. 6 to assure that any
presently queued 1/O requests within this controller will be
properly processed when a change of ownership or other
reconfiguration of the clustered storage system is detected.
The method of FIG. 7 may be performed within an enhanced
storage system such as system 300 of FIG. 3 and more spe-
cifically may be performed by suitably enhanced control
logic 308 of enhanced storage controller 360 of FIG. 3. Step
700 detects a change of configuration information related to a
device/volume of the clustered storage system that may affect
processing of fast path I/O requests. As noted above, a change
of configuration information may comprise changes of own-
ership of devices/volumes of the clustered storage system
and/or may comprise changes to logical to physical mapping
of volumes and devices. Responsive to detecting such a
change, step 702 disables further fast path /O request pro-
cessing within this controller. Since it is possible that map-
ping information may change based on the detected change of
configuration, the fast path I/O request processing circuit is
disabled from processing further received requests until the
controller and the host system driver are assured that their
respective mapping information is up to date and synchro-
nized. As noted above with respect to F1G. 6, further fast path
1/0 requests received while the fast path circuit of this con-
troller is disabled will be processed by appropriate conversion
and/or other processing with the clustered storage system.

At step 704 all queued requests that may be impacted by a
change of configuration are converted into converted logical
volume I/O requests and shipped to an appropriate request
processor of a storage controller of the clustered storage
system. Thus, any queued I/O requests (e.g., queued fast path
1/0 requests and/or queued logical volume 1/O requests) that
were generated based on stale or outdated mapping informa-
tion and that are not yet processed by this controller are
converted into corresponding, converted logical volume 1/O
requests. The converted requests are then transmitted or
shipped to an appropriate I/O request processor of a storage
controller of the system. For example, queued fast path 1/O
requests that were generated by a host system using mapping
information that is now stale are first converted into corre-
sponding converted logical volume I/O requests as described
above such that the controller that presently owns the identi-
fied device of the fast path request can process the converted
1/0 request as a logical volume I/O request. Or, for example,
if the mapping information used to generate a fast path
request is up to date but ownership of the device has changed,
the fast path request may be transmitted/shipped to the new
owner of the addressed device.

Step 706 updates local mapping information within this
storage controller based on the detected configuration
change. As noted above, each storage controller of the clus-
tered storage system comprises a memory for storing map-
ping and ownership information relating to volumes and/or
devices of the system. Such mapping and ownership infor-
mation is shared among the plurality of storage controllers of
the clustered storage system. Step 708 then transmits relevant
portions of the updated mapping and ownership information
to an attached host system. As noted above, where a host
system driver and storage controller are tightly coupled to
generate and process fast path I/O requests, the driver of an
attached post system utilizes mapping and ownership infor-
mation to generate such fast path /O requests. Thus, step 708
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attempts to assure that the driver modules of attached host
systems receive updated information regarding ownership
and mapping of storage devices. Step 710 then awaits receipt
of'an acknowledgment from any attached host system receiv-
ing the transmitted updated mapping and ownership informa-
tion.

It will be noted that during the period awaiting acknowl-
edgment of receipt of the new mapping/ownership informa-
tion by the host systems (e.g., a wait at step 710 to synchro-
nize mapping information between the various storage
controllers of the clustered storage system and any attached
host systems), further fast path I/O processing within this
controller has been disabled. Thus, as discussed above with
respect to FIG. 6, any further received fast path 1/O requests
generated by the host system driver before having received
the updated mapping and ownership information will be con-
verted by this storage controller into corresponding logical
volume /O requests and, potentially, shipped to a new own-
ing storage controller of the identified device. Following
receipt of the acknowledgment from an attached host system
by step 710, step 712 re-enables fast path 1/O processing for
this controller assured with the knowledge that attached host
systems have been synchronized as regards ownership and
mapping information known to this controller following a
change of the detected change of ownership.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will readily recognize
numerous additional and equivalent steps and fully functional
methods such as those described above with respect to FIGS.
4 through 7. Such additional and equivalent steps are omitted
herein for simplicity and brevity of this discussion.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
the drawings and foregoing description, such illustration and
description is to be considered as exemplary and not restric-
tive in character. One embodiment of the invention and minor
variants thereof have been shown and described. In particular,
features shown and described as exemplary software or firm-
ware embodiments may be equivalently implemented as cus-
tomized logic circuits and vice versa. Protection is desired for
all changes and modifications that come within the spirit of
the invention. Those skilled in the art will appreciate varia-
tions of the above-described embodiments that fall within the
scope of the invention. As a result, the invention is not limited
to the specific examples and illustrations discussed above, but
only by the following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, in a storage controller of a clustered storage

system, a fast path Input/Output (/O) request from an
attached host, wherein the request includes a device
identifier that indicates the device that the request is
directed to;

determining whether the request can be processed by a fast

path 1/O request processing circuit of the storage con-
troller;

responsive to determining that the fast path [/O request

processing circuit of the storage controller can process
the request, processing the request via the fast path /O
request processing circuit of the storage controller to
bypass logical to physical mapping computations at the
storage controller; and

responsive to determining that the fast path [/O request

processing circuit of the storage controller cannot pro-
cess the request, transferring the request within the clus-
tered storage system for completion.

2. The method of claim 1

wherein the step of determining further comprises deter-

mining that the fast path I/O request processing circuit of
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the storage controller is enabled to determine that it can
process the fast path I/O request, and

wherein the step of transferring further comprises transfer-
ring the request to a fast path I/O request processing
circuit of another storage controller.

3. The method of claim 1

wherein the received fast path /O request comprises map-
ping context information based on logical to physical
mapping information used within the host system in
generating the fast path I/O request,

wherein the step of transferring further comprises:

transferring the request to a logical volume /O request
processing stack of the controller; and

processing the fast path /O request by operation of the
logical volume 1/O request processing stack of the stor-
age controller, wherein the processing is in accordance
with the mapping context information.

4. The method of claim 3

wherein the step of processing the fast path I/O request by
operation of the logical volume I/O request processing
stack further comprises:

generating a logical volume I/O request based on the fast
path /O request and the mapping context information;
and

processing the logical volume I/O request by operation of
the logical volume I/O request processing stack of the
storage controller.

5. The method of claim 1

wherein the received fast path /O request comprises map-
ping context information based on logical to physical
mapping information used within the host system in
generating the fast path I/O request,

wherein the step of transferring the fast path /O request
further comprises:

generating a logical volume I/O request based on the fast
path /O request and the mapping context information;
and

shipping the generated logical volume I/O request to
another storage controller for processing by operation of
the other storage controller.

6. The method of claim 1

wherein the received fast path /O request comprises map-
ping context information based on logical to physical
mapping information used within the host system in
generating the fast path I/O request,

the method further comprising:

determining, based on the mapping context information,
whether the logical to physical mapping information
used within the host system is current; and

responsive to determining that the logical to physical map-
ping information is not current, performing the addi-
tional steps of:

disabling the fast path I/O request processing circuit of the
controller;

responsive to disabling the fast path I/O request processing
circuit, processing subsequently received I/O request
using a logical volume I/O request processing stack of
the controller while the fast path I/O request processing
circuit is disabled;

transmitting updated logical to physical mapping informa-
tion from the storage controller to the host system;

receiving, in the storage controller, acknowledgement of
receipt of the updated logical to physical mapping infor-
mation from the host system; and

responsive to receipt of the acknowledgement, re-enabling
the fast path I/O request processing circuit.
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7. A storage controller in a clustered storage system com-
prising a plurality of interconnected storage controllers, the
storage controller comprising:

a fast path I/O request processing circuit adapted to process
a fast path /O request directed to a device identified in
the fast path /O request, bypassing logical to physical
mapping computations at the storage controller;

a logical volume I/O request processing stack adapted to
process a logical 1/O request directed to a device identi-
fied in the logical 1/O request;

control logic coupled with the fast path 1/O request pro-
cessing circuit and coupled with the logical volume 1/0
request processing stack, the control logic adapted to
determine whether an I/O request received from the
attached host system is a fast path I/O request or a logical
1/O request, the control logic further adapted to route the
1/O request to the fast path I/O request processing circuit
responsive to determining that the I/O request is a fast
path I/O request and adapted to route the 1/O request to
the logical volume I/O request processing stack respon-
sive to determining that the I/O request is a logical I/O
request,

wherein the control logic is further adapted to detect that
configuration information relating to the device has
changed,

wherein the control logic, responsive to detecting change
of configuration relating to the device, is further adapted
to convert a fast path [/O request into a converted logical
volume [/O request and to ship the converted logical
volume /O request within the clustered storage system
for completion.

8. The controller of claim 7

wherein the configuration information comprises one or
more of: ownership information relating to the device
and logical to physical mapping information relating to
the device.

9. The controller of claim 7

wherein the fast path I/O request comprises mapping con-
text information based on logical to physical mapping
information used by the host system in generating the
fast path I/O request, and

wherein the control logic is further adapted to convert the
previously received fast path 1/O request into the con-
verted logical volume I/O request based on the mapping
context information.

10. The controller of claim 9

wherein the control logic is further adapted to detect that
the storage controller is the present owner of the device,
and

wherein the control logic is further adapted to ship the
converted logical volume 1/O request to the logical vol-
ume [/O request processing stack responsive to detecting
that the storage controller is the present owner of the
device.

11. The controller of claim 9

wherein the control logic is further adapted to detect that
another storage controller of the clustered storage sys-
tem is the present owner of the device, and

wherein the control logic is further adapted to ship the
converted logical volume I/O request to said another
storage controller responsive to detecting that said
another storage controller is the present owner of the
device.

12. The controller of claim 7

wherein the control logic is further adapted to update the
logical to physical mapping information used by the host
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system responsive to detecting the change of configura-
tion information relating to the device.

13. The controller of claim 7

wherein, responsive to detecting the change of configura-
tion information relating to the device, the control logic
is further adapted:

to disable the further use of the fast path /O request pro-
cessing circuit,

to process subsequently received 1/O requests using the
logical volume I/O request processing stack of the first
storage controller while the fast path I/O request pro-
cessing circuit is disabled,

to transmit updated logical to physical mapping informa-
tion to the host system,

to receive acknowledgement of receipt of the updated logi-
cal to physical mapping information from the host sys-
tem, and

to re-enable the fast path I/O request processing circuit
responsive to receipt of the acknowledgement.

14. The controller of claim 7 further comprising:

a memory coupled with the control logic, the memory
adapted to store logical to physical mapping information
and adapted to store information indicative of which of
the plurality of storage controllers presently owns the
device.

15. In a clustered storage system comprising a plurality of

storage controllers, a method operable in a storage controller
for processing an 1/O request, the method comprising:

receiving an /O request directed to a device from an
attached host system, the I/O request comprising indicia
that it should be processed by a fast path I/O request
processing circuit of the storage controller to bypass
logical to physical mapping computations at the storage
controller, rather than by a logical volume I/O request
processing stack of the storage controller,

wherein the /O request further comprises mapping context
information indicative of logical to physical mapping
information used by the host system to generate the /O
request;
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determining from the mapping context information that the
1/O request was generated by the host system using stale
logical to physical mapping information;

converting the /O request to a converted logical volume
1/O request; and

shipping the converted logical volume 1/O request within
the clustered storage system for processing to comple-
tion.

16. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

updating logical to physical mapping information on the
attached host system responsive to the determination
that the host system’s logical to physical mapping infor-
mation is stale.

17. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

determining that the device is presently owned by another
storage controller of the clustered storage system,

wherein the step of shipping further comprises shipping the
converted logical volume I/O request to said another
storage controller.

18. The method of claim 15 further comprising:

determining that the device is presently owned by the stor-
age controller of the clustered storage system, and

wherein the step of shipping further comprises shipping the
converted logical volume 1/O request to the logical vol-
ume I/O request processing stack of the storage control-
ler.

19. The method of claim 15

wherein the step of converting further comprises convert-
ing the [/O request to a converted logical /O request
based on the mapping context information of the 1/O
request.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein:

determining that the fast path I/O request processing circuit
of the storage controller cannot process the fast path /O
request comprises determining that mapping context
information used by the fast path /O request is out of
date.



